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jobs in the recession or in the aftermath 
of the September the 11th attacks more 
time to pay their bills and support their 
families while they look for work. 

And in order for people to find jobs, 
businesses need to be hiring. So this new 
law will provide tax incentives for compa-
nies to expand and create jobs by investing 
in plant and equipment. This measure will 
mean more job opportunities for workers 
in every part of our country, especially in 
manufacturing and in high tech and for 
those who work for small businesses. This 
bill will also stimulate economic growth by 
extending net operating loss rules and by 
granting some alternative minimum tax re-
lief. 

The city of New York suffered a great 
tragedy on September the 11th and still 
faces major economic consequences. The 
bill I sign into law today provides over $5 
billion in tax relief to aid in the recovery 
of lower Manhattan by helping businesses 
to get back on their feet so they can start 
hiring again. The people of New York have 
shown great courage, perseverance, and 
America stands with them. 

This Monday marks 6 months since the 
attack on America. For the families of the 
victims, these have been 6 months of sor-
row, and America will never forget their 
loss. 

In our war on terror, these have been 
6 months of determined action. We have 
destroyed terrorist camps. We’ve disrupted 
terrorist finances. We’ve toppled a terrorist 
regime and brought thousands of terrorists 
to justice. We are strengthening our Na-
tion’s defenses against attack. And today we 
are acting to help workers. We’re acting 
to create jobs, and we’re acting to strength-
en our economy. 

Thank you all for coming, and it is now 
my honor to sign this important piece of 
legislation. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. His 
remarks were broadcast live and served as 
his weekly radio address. H.R. 3090, ap-
proved March 9, was assigned Public Law 
No. 107–147. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. 

Remarks on the Six-Month Anniversary of the September 11th Attacks 
March 11, 2002 

Diplomatic representatives of the coali-
tion of nations; Members of the Congress, 
the Cabinet, the Supreme Court; members 
of the American Armed Forces; military co-
alition members from around the world; 
distinguished guests; and ladies and gentle-
men, welcome to the White House. 

We have come together to mark a ter-
rible day, to reaffirm a just and vital cause, 
and to thank the many nations that share 
our resolve and will share our common vic-
tory. 

Six months separate us from September 
the 11th. Yet, for the families of the lost, 
each day brings new pain; each day re-

quires new courage. Your grace and 
strength have been an example to our Na-
tion. America will not forget the lives that 
were taken and the justice their death re-
quires. 

We face an enemy of ruthless ambition, 
unconstrained by law or morality. The ter-
rorists despise other religions and have de-
filed their own. And they are determined 
to expand the scale and scope of their mur-
der. The terror that targeted New York and 
Washington could next strike any center of 
civilization. Against such an enemy, there 
is no immunity, and there can be no neu-
trality. 
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Many nations and many families have 
lived in the shadows of terrorism for dec-
ades, enduring years of mindless and merci-
less killing. September the 11th was not 
the beginning of global terror, but it was 
the beginning of the world’s concerted re-
sponse. History will know that day not only 
as a day of tragedy but as a day of decision 
when the civilized world was stirred to 
anger and to action. And the terrorists will 
remember September 11th as the day their 
reckoning began. 

A mighty coalition of civilized nations is 
now defending our common security. Ter-
rorist assets have been frozen. Terrorist 
front groups have been exposed. A terrorist 
regime has been toppled from power. Ter-
rorist plots have been unraveled from Spain 
to Singapore. And thousands of terrorists 
have been brought to justice, are in prison, 
or are running for fear of their lives. 

With us today are representatives from 
many of our partners in this great work, 
and we’re proud to display their flags at 
the White House this morning. From the 
contributions these nations have made— 
some well known, others not—I am hon-
ored to extend the deepest gratitude of the 
people of the United States. 

The power and vitality of our coalition 
have been proven in Afghanistan. More 
than half of the forces now assisting the 
heroic Afghan fighters or providing security 
in Kabul are from countries other than the 
United States. There are many examples 
of commitment. Our good ally France has 
deployed nearly one-fourth of its navy to 
support Operation Enduring Freedom, and 
Great Britain has sent its largest naval task 
force in 20 years. British and American spe-
cial operations forces have fought beside 
teams from Australia and Canada, Norway, 
Denmark, and Germany. In total, 17 na-
tions have forces deployed in the region. 
And we could not have done our work 
without critical support from countries, par-
ticularly, like Pakistan and Uzbekistan. Jap-
anese destroyers are refueling coalition 
ships in the Indian Ocean. The Turkish 

air force has refueled American planes. Af-
ghans are receiving treatment in hospitals 
built by Russians, Jordanians, Spanish, and 
have received supplies and help from South 
Korea. 

Nations in our coalition have shared in 
the responsibilities and sacrifices of our 
cause. On the day before September the 
11th, I met with Prime Minister John 
Howard of Australia, who spoke of the 
common beliefs and shared affection of our 
two countries. We could not have known 
that bond was about to be proven again 
in war, and we could not have known its 
human cost. Last month, Sergeant Andrew 
Russell of the Australian Special Air Service 
died in Afghanistan. He left behind his 
wife, Kylie, and their daughter, Leisa, just 
11 days old. Friends said of Sergeant Rus-
sell, ‘‘You could rely on him never to let 
you down.’’ 

This young man and many like him have 
not let us down. Each life taken from us 
is a terrible loss. We have lost young people 
from Germany and Denmark and Afghani-
stan and America. We mourn each one. 
And for their bravery in a noble cause, 
we honor them. 

Part of that cause was to liberate the 
Afghan people from terrorist occupation, 
and we did so. Next week, the schools re-
open in Afghanistan. They will be open to 
all, and many young girls will go to school 
for the first time in their young lives. Af-
ghanistan has many difficult challenges 
ahead, and yet we’ve averted mass starva-
tion, begun clearing minefields, rebuilding 
roads, and improving health care. In Kabul, 
a friendly government is now an essential 
member of the coalition against terror. 

Now that the Taliban are gone and Al 
Qaida has lost its home base for terrorism, 
we have entered the second stage of the 
war on terror, a sustained campaign to deny 
sanctuary to terrorists who would threaten 
our citizens from anywhere in the world. 

In Afghanistan, hundreds of trained kill-
ers are now dead. Many have been cap-
tured. Others are still on the run, hoping 
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to strike again. These terrorist fighters are 
the most committed, the most dangerous, 
and the least likely to surrender. They are 
trying to regroup, and we’ll stop them. For 
5 months in Afghanistan, our coalition has 
been patient and relentless, and more pa-
tience and more courage will be required. 
We’re fighting a fierce battle in the Shahi- 
Kot Mountains, and we’re winning. Yet, it 
will not be the last battle in Afghanistan. 
And there will be other battles beyond that 
nation. 

For terrorists fleeing Afghanistan, for any 
terrorist looking for a base of operations, 
there must be no refuge, no safe haven. 
By driving terrorists from place to place, 
we disrupt the planning and training for 
further attacks on America and the civilized 
world. Every terrorist must be made to live 
as an international fugitive, with no place 
to settle or organize, no place to hide, no 
governments to hide behind, and not even 
a safe place to sleep. 

I have set a clear policy in the second 
stage of the war on terror. America encour-
ages and expects governments everywhere 
to help remove the terrorist parasites that 
threaten their own countries and peace of 
the world. If governments need training or 
resources to meet this commitment, Amer-
ica will help. 

We are helping right now in the Phil-
ippines, where terrorists with links to Al 
Qaida are trying to seize the southern part 
of the country to establish a militant re-
gime. They are oppressing local peoples, 
and they have kidnaped both American and 
Filipino citizens. America has sent more 
than 500 troops to train Philippine forces. 
We stand with President Arroyo, who is 
courageously opposing the threat of terror. 

In the Republic of Georgia, terrorists 
working closely with Al Qaida operate in 
the Pankisi Gorge near the Russian border. 
At President Shevardnadze’s request, the 
United States is planning to send up to 
150 military trainers to prepare Georgian 
soldiers to reestablish control in this lawless 

region. This temporary assistance serves the 
interests of both our countries. 

In Yemen, we are working to avert the 
possibility of another Afghanistan. Many Al 
Qaida recruits come from near the Yemen- 
Saudi Arabian border, and Al Qaida may 
try to reconstitute itself in the remote cor-
ners of that region. President Salih has as-
sured me that he is committed to con-
fronting this danger. We will help Yemeni 
forces with both training and equipment 
to prevent that land from becoming a 
haven for terrorists. 

In the current stage of the war, our coali-
tion is opposing not a nation but a network. 
Victory will come over time, as that net-
work is patiently and steadily dismantled. 
This will require international cooperation 
on a number of fronts, diplomatic, financial, 
and military. We will not send the Amer-
ican troops to every battle, but America 
will actively prepare other nations for the 
battles ahead. This mission will end when 
the work is finished—when terror networks 
of global reach have been defeated. The 
havens and training camps of terror are 
a threat to our lives and to our way of 
life, and they will be destroyed. 

At the same time, every nation in our 
coalition must take seriously the growing 
threat of terror on a catastrophic scale, ter-
ror armed with biological, chemical, or nu-
clear weapons. America is now consulting 
with friends and allies about this greatest 
of dangers, and we’re determined to con-
front it. 

Here is what we already know. Some 
states that sponsor terror are seeking or 
already possess weapons of mass destruc-
tion. Terrorist groups are hungry for these 
weapons and would use them without a 
hint of conscience. And we know that these 
weapons, in the hands of terrorists, would 
unleash blackmail and genocide and chaos. 

These facts cannot be denied and must 
be confronted. In preventing the spread of 
weapons of mass destruction, there is no 
margin for error and no chance to learn 
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from mistakes. Our coalition must act delib-
erately, but inaction is not an option. Men 
with no respect for life must never be al-
lowed to control the ultimate instruments 
of death. 

Gathered here today, we are 6 months 
along, a short time in a long struggle. And 
our war on terror will be judged by its 
finish, not by its start. More dangers and 
sacrifices lie ahead. Yet, America is pre-
pared. Our resolve has only grown, because 
we remember. We remember the horror 
and heroism of that morning, the death 
of children on a field trip, the resistance 
of passengers on a doomed airplane, the 
courage of rescuers who died with strangers 
they were trying to save. And we remember 
the video images of terrorists who laughed 
at our loss. 

Every civilized nation has a part in this 
struggle because every civilized nation has 
a stake in its outcome. There can be no 
peace in a world where differences and 
grievances become an excuse to target the 
innocent for murder. In fighting terror, we 
fight for the conditions that will make last-
ing peace possible. We fight for lawful 
change against chaotic violence, for human 
choice against coercion and cruelty, and for 
the dignity and goodness of every life. 

Every nation should know that for Amer-
ica, the war on terror is not just a policy; 
it’s a pledge. I will not relent in this strug-

gle for the freedom and security of my 
country and the civilized world. 

And we’ll succeed. There will be a day 
when the organized threat against America, 
our friends, and allies is broken. And when 
the terrorists are disrupted and scattered 
and discredited, many old conflicts will ap-
pear in a new light, without the constant 
fear and cycle of bitterness that terrorists 
spread with their violence. We will see then 
that the old and serious disputes can be 
settled within the bounds of reason and 
good will and mutual security. I see a 
peaceful world beyond the war on terror, 
and with courage and unity, we are build-
ing that world together. 

Any nation that makes an unequivocal 
commitment against terror can join this 
cause. Every nation of good will is wel-
come. And together, we will face the peril 
of our moment and seize the promise of 
our times. 

May God bless our coalition. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo of the Philippines; Presi-
dent Eduard Shevardnadze of the Republic 
of Georgia; and President Ali Abdallah Salih 
of Yemen. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks. 

Remarks on the Unveiling of the September 11th United States Postage 
Stamp 
March 11, 2002 

The President. Welcome. We’re about to 
unveil a stamp. It’s an extraordinary piece 
of work. I want to thank the photographer 
here, and I want to thank Gary Ackerman 
for sponsoring it. This stamp will sell for 
45 cents; 11 cents, obviously, more than 
the current price of a stamp. Eight cents 
will go to a victims fund to help those 

family members who are struggling in the 
aftermath of 9/11. It is a—it’s a good ges-
ture by the Postal Service. The Postmaster 
General is here, and I want to thank you 
for that very much. 

Postmaster General John E. Potter. 
Thank you, Mr. President. 
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